
Minutes of SAGA Council meeting
Held on MSN on 14 October 2009 at 19h15

Background information on various points included in the agenda.

Present: Chris Welsh, Steve Kroon, Andrew Davies, Ben Gale, Andre Connell
Absent: Lloyd Rubidge

Adoption of minutes of previous meetings

The minutes of the meeting of 15/7/2009 were adopted without objections. [Proposed: Steve; 
Seconded: Chris]

Next meeting

The date of the next meeting was set for 13 January 2010.

Reports on completed items from previous meetings:

The completed items in the agenda were noted.

Unresolved items from previous meetings:

No. 308: Bank signatories

Andre reported that no progress had been made.

No. 408: WMSG

Chris reported that no progress had been made.

No. 1008: Jaco Swanepoel's money owing

Steve reported that no progress had been made.

No. 1208: SAGA's strategy and financial planning

Chris reported that no progress had been made.

No. 1508: Commemoration of Julius Paulu

Chris reported he had planned to speak to him at the SA Closed, but Paul withdrew.  Then Chris e-
mailed him, but had got no response.  Andre gave Chris phone numbers for Paul, and Chris said 
he'd follow-up by phone.

No. 409: Resolving credit points mess

Steve reported that Sakkie has updated the 2008 financial statements with payments for the relevant 
Soweto members, so the only thing left to do on this point is to ensure that Welile's guaranteed 
second position on the points list is implemented.  Steve is to set up the preliminary WAGC points 
for 2009.



No. 509: Maintenance of membership list

Ben reported that no progress had been made, since he had not been able to edit pages on the 
website.  This has been resolved, and he will follow up.

No. 609: IGF email regarding anti-doping

It was agreed that we should try to meet all reasonable requirements set by the IGF.  It was decided 
that Steve should lead the drafting of an amendment to the SAGA constitution which will satisfy the 
IGF's anti-doping regulations.

No. 709: Modifications to WAGC

Ben reported he had tried the travel agents, with no success.  He said he has some other potential 
sponsors, including Cathay, that he will contact, however.  Andrew's attempts at his company's 
travel agent were also unsuccessful.  Andre reported he had not had any success with South African 
Airways yet, but he would follow up.

During matters arising, a discussion was held about how we should proceed if (sufficient) 
sponsorship is not obtained.  The issue is that (a) some tournaments are more “elite” since they are 
not open to anyone willing to pay their own way; and (b) a fully sponsored tournament is more 
valuable than an unsponsored/partially sponsored tournament.  Steve proposed modifying the credit 
points deduction for tournaments to take into consideration the level of sponsorship, amongst other 
proposals.  It was agreed that Steve should clearly formulate his suggestion for consideration, with 
opportunity for input by SAGA, and the proposal should be decided by email voting if possible. 
This should be done quickly, since it may well have impact on how to handle the 2009 WAGC, 
which typically needs entrants in January.

No. 909: Soweto initiative

Ben reported that Sipho is now actively working with Welile to revitalize the Soweto Club.  Ben 
indicated that he would monitor their progress.

No. 1109: Allowing non-SA citizens to play in the SA Closed

Ben and Andre indicated that no progress had been made, but that they would try to involve the 
players in the 4th Quarter Internet tournament and Joburg Open.

No. 1209: PC for Soweto KGS access

Ben has spoken to Sipho – his internet connection is not ADSL, so Sipho's house is not suitable for 
the extra computer.  Ben has resolved this by indicating to Welile that he would arrange a sponsored 
PC for Welile if he can arrange a suitable internet connection. (SAGA could help, but Ben indicated 
he would be willing to arrange this personally, if needed).

No. 1309: Contenders 2009

The plan made for the 2009 tournament was that Victor played the Cape Town players on KGS, and 
against the Joburg players at the Joburg club.  The others would fly down (although Paul ended up 
withdrawing).  The plan for future tournaments is that SAGA will continue to sponsor up to 3 
flights per tournament, with Victor permitted to play online if that will resolve a future 4-4 split.



New items:

Correspondence:

There was no new correspondence.

[The portfolio reports were handled here]

Matters arising:

WAGC modification: Further discussion of item 709 in the case that we get no sponsorship was held 
– see item 709 for details.

Renaming Candidates and Contenders: Chris Welsh indicated he would like to rename these 
tournaments to avoid confusion between them.  He asked if there were any reasons a name change 
would be troublesome (such as re-engraving trophies, etc.).  No such objections were raised.

Portfolio reports on other pending issues:

Treasurer: Nothing to report

Membership secretary: Nothing to report

Tournaments: Andrew reported that he is in the process of drafting a new rules document for the SA 
Closed, encompassing current practice.


